
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

School Mission Statement 
We are making disciples for the Lord’s kingdom by providing 

 a Christ-centered education that challenges and  
prepares students for lives of Christian service. 

 

 

School Core Values 

Christ Centered 

High Expectations 

Relationships  

Integrity 

Service 

Team Work 
 
 
 
 
 

Grades 5-8 
2019-2020 

Classroom Handbook 
Mr. Ben Carlovsky 

Mrs. Betsy Carlovsky 



2019-2020 School Theme 

Our theme this school year will be “Rock Solid” It is based on Psalm 62:2, where it says, “Truly 
he is my rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, I will never be shaken. All year we will talk 
about and focus on Christ, our solid rock. 

Classroom Mission 

The mission of our middle school at Abiding Word is to prepare students for high school through 
spiritual, academic, emotional, and physical growth and to provide an excellent example of 
leadership for our younger students at Abiding Word. Our classroom is a place of learning, 
achieving, creating, and growing, among both teachers and students. Keeping Christ at the 
center of everything, we learn about God’s love for us and how that inspires us to reflect that 
love to others.  

Teachers 

Similar to other middle schools, the students in grades 5-8 will have a number of different 
teachers.  Each of those teachers will have similar but slightly different expectations depending 
on style. All of our teachers will have high standards of accountability and high expectations in 
the classroom.  Below is a list of the teachers in grades 5-8; when the term upper grade is used, 
it is to be understood as grades 5-8. 

 

Mr. Ben Carlovsky 

7th & 8th Grade Homeroom 

7-8 Word of God 

Grades 5-8  Math 

Grade 7-8 History 

Grades 5-8 Tech Ed 

Mr. Matt Lange 
Grades 5-6 World History 
Grades 5-8 Physical Education 
 
Mrs. Angie Engel 
Grades 5-8 Art 
 
Mrs. Rebekah Patterson 
Grades 5-8 Music 
 
Pastor Brown  
Grades 5-8 Catechism 
 
Pastor Schone 
Grades 5-8 Catechism 
Grades 5-8 Spanish elective 
 

 
 
 

Mrs. Betsy Carlovsky 

5th & 6th Grade Homeroom 

Grades 5-6 Word of God 

Grades 5-8 Science 

Grades 7-8 Language Arts 

Grades 5-6 Reading 

Grades 5-6 English/Writing 

 

 

 



Morning Routine 

All assignments due for a particular day will be handed in before 8:00 am. Students will turn in 
all homework assignments in their homeroom classroom. Failure to hand in an assignment due 
on that day before the deadline will result in a late assignment slip and a grade reduction. 

Partnering & Communicating 

The partnership between the parents and teachers is vital for the success of the children and 
our classroom. It is vital because it shows a trust and sense of teamwork among the student, 
the parent, and the teacher. Regular communication displays a high-level of educational 
commitment for the student. 
 
Each Monday, a snapshot of the week ahead is provided in the Paw Prints. In addition, a weekly 
classroom specific note may be emailed to inform parents of curriculum units being introduced, 
projects students are working on, areas of school work where parents can assist their children, 
and/or upcoming news & events. 
 
On the middle school  webpage you can find our daily schedule, weekly assignments, singing 
schedule, classroom handbook, and supply list. Our middle school website can be an excellent 
resource for you. 

Contact information: 

ben.carlovsky@awlcs.org 
920.664.2365 (cell) 
281.895.7048  
 
betsy.carlovsky@awlcs.org 
920.664.2387 (cell) 
281.895.7048 x2143 (classroom) 
 

School Attendance & Absences 

The school day begins promptly at 8:00 a.m. School doors open at 7:45 a.m. Students have 
fifteen minutes to organize and prepare themselves for the day.  If your child is going to be 
absent or tardy, please either send a note in advance, call school, or email the teacher. 

Tardy 

Students arriving after 8:00 a.m. will be marked tardy if they are not in the classroom. It is critical 
for us to stay on schedule for the sake of the many teachers who count on it. Five tardies during 
a quarter result in a detention. 
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Classroom Jobs 

There will be classroom jobs for the students. We will rotate the jobs throughout the school year. 
They will be trained and expected to carry out their jobs with regular efficiency. Classroom jobs 
teach students teamwork, belonging, and ownership. 

Make Up Work 

Arrangements to pick up make up work can be made between parents and teachers. It is the 
student's responsibility to acquire any make up work from the teacher when absent. A student 
will have the number of days absent plus one to make up work before it is marked late.  

Late Work 

Completing assigned homework on time is important. When homework is not turned in by the 
assigned due date, it is marked late. Late work will be lowered by 10% points per day, a late slip 
is issued, and homework must be completed before participating in the next recess. Five late 
slips in a quarter results in a detention. 

Spiritual Growth 

As a Christ-centered school, a key component at Abiding Word is spiritual growth. Our time in 
God’s Word gives students a strongly rooted foundation. It daily points them to their Savior, 
Jesus, and equips them to live as children of God. Devotions happen daily in each classroom. 
Also, every Wednesday morning the students gather for a brief chapel devotion in the church. 
Parents and friends are invited to join the students for this devotion. The 7th and 8th grade 
students will take an in-depth look at the teachings of God’s Word in a two-year doctrine course. 

Memory Work 

There will be systematic memory work this year in weekly Bible history classes and weekly 
catechism classes. For Bible history, our class will memorize and master 50 Bible passages, 
both the reference and the passage itself. For catechism class, we will memorize the chief parts 
of Martin Luther’s catechism. 
 
Although we will practice the memory work in different ways in class, most students will need to 
practice and review on their own. At Abiding Word we value learning these treasures from God’s 
Word, understanding that memorizing these treasures helps keep them close to our hearts, and 
offers us comfort from God’s Word, even when we may not have our Bible with us. 

Parent Teacher Conferences 

Our two scheduled conferences are opportunities to refine your child’s individual learning plan 
and to confirm the roles of teacher, student, and parents are clear, specific, and designed to 
bring out the best in your child. The two scheduled conferences are at the end of the 1st and 3rd 
quarters. Parents will meet with their child’s homeroom teacher.  If you have concerns to be 
addressed with another teacher, please schedule that independently.  



Online Grades 

Students and parents may access grades online through Sycamore School. Students are 
assigned a unique ID  number so that parents can access grades anytime.  
 
The Abiding Word Lutheran School grading scale is as follows. 

Grading Scale 

100-99% A+ 
98-95% A 
94-93% A- 
92-91% B+ 
90-87% B 
86-85% B- 
84-82% C+ 
81-78% C 
77-76% C- 
75-74% D+ 
73-72% D 
71-70% D- 
69-0% F 

Report Cards 

Students’ report cards are extremely significant. They have letter and percentage grades for the 
subject areas that reflect student understanding and achievement, and the report cards show 
the work habit grades that echo work ethic, independent learning, responsibility, attentiveness, 
discussion contributions, neatness, organization, and overall conduct.  
 
Report cards will be sent home with students after the completion of the quarter. On the days 
the report cards are sent home, significant time is taken in class to discuss the meaning and 
importance of report cards, answer questions, inspire motivation, and set goals. 
 

Core Values & Goals 

From the first day of school until the last, we will be talking about our school’s core values and 
how those are reflected in our classrooms. During the year, we will develop individual and 
classroom goals. We will have educational, spiritual, and social goals. These goals will be 
discussed and adjusted as needed each quarter. 

Discipline 

Through a Christ-centered curriculum, classroom values, daily devotions and prayer, and 
law-and-gospel discipline, the students are encouraged to live for Christ and be independent 



and self-disciplined. With that being noted, lost minutes at recess, detentions, written reflections, 
conferences with the teacher, and after-school detentions are used for persistent problems. 
  
Keywords in our classroom are Respect and Accountability. We respect each student as a child 
of God. Each student is to respect me, other teachers, his/her fellow schoolmates, and our 
facility and staff. We are accountable to each other and to our Savior for our behavior. In the 
event of failing to respect or be accountable, a consequence will result. Consequences may 
include but are not limited to the following: late slips, guided exercise at recess, manual labor, 
written essay, a detention. A detention will be served the following Tuesday. Trust is always 
earned. Students who behave and follow rules make “deposits” in the trust banks of those with 
whom they interact.  
 
Above all, in our classrooms, we strive to keep Christ the center of all we do.  His love for us 
compels us to live a life of love for him and others.  Our behavior is a way in which we can 
reflect His love for us.  We are blessed to be able to use law and gospel  in our classrooms.  We 
are all sinners who make mistakes and need God’s forgiveness daily.  God offers that full and 
free forgiveness through Jesus.  We will practice both repentance and forgiveness in our 
classrooms. 
 

Bullying 

Our classroom is a safe place. Students are encouraged to be themselves, take risks and not 
be afraid of making mistakes. Bullying is not tolerated. Bullying can come in several forms. 
Physical—touching you or your things, Emotional—using words to hurt, Social 
(Relational)—involving other people, and Cyber—using technology (ie: computer, cell phone) to 
hurt someone else. Bullying usually involves three parties: the bully, the victim, and the 
bystander. At Abiding Word we teach STOP, THINK, REPORT.  
 
STOP—In a strong confident voice tell the bully to stop.  THINK—Have a plan...Walk away from 
the situation and find a friend.  REPORT—Report the incident to an adult. Bullying is dangerous 
and destructive. 

Cell Phones 

All cell phones should be turned in when entering the classroom for the day. Cell phones will be 
returned at dismissal time. Cell phones are not to be used at school for any reason without the 
permission of a teacher. If a student is caught using a cell phone at school during the school 
day without permission from a parent or guardian will be required to retrieve the phone from the 
classroom teacher.  

Social Media 

The use of social media, such as Facebook, during school hours is prohibited. It is the policy of 
Abiding Word that teachers do not “friend” students enrolled at Abiding Word. Parents should 



closely monitor their child’s social media usage. Should a student post derogatory comments 
about Abiding Word or its faculty, school disciplinary action will occur. Should a student post 
derogatory comments about another Abiding Word student, parents will be encouraged to 
discuss the situation with each other.  

Dress Code 

Be sure to review the parent/student handbook for current guidelines and expectations. 
Students who follow the dress code promote a positive school climate and set a good example 
for younger students. 

Recess and Intramurals 

Recess and intramurals are part of the daily schedule for 5-8 grade. Afternoon recess time is 
designated for intramurals. Intramurals are best explained as an organized recess. We choose 
teams, set up a tournament bracket, and supervise the designated intramural. This is a good 
way to create school unity and keep youth active at recess! 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Our classroom wants you; parents are invited to help in our classroom throughout the year in a 
variety of ways. Opportunities may include helping with our Christmas party, helping set up 
and/or driving for field trips, and speaking on a curriculum-related topic to the class. Please talk 
to the individual teacher if you are interested in helping. 

Final Thought 

We look forward to teaching your children this year. As partners in their education, our 
expectations will remain high. Let’s push them for excellence. We hope and pray that it will be a 
great year. Above all, we will strive to do what our mission statement, core values, and school 
theme state - keep Christ, our solid rock, at the center of all we do! 


